FIGURE 1.
Numbers of papers and new taxa on the Acari published during the last 150 years. The number of papers was based on the search result of "Acari*" in the online edition of Zoological Record. The number of new taxa was based on metrics search of "Acari" at http://www.organismnames.com/ (data as of 12 June 2014). thereafter, the rate of decrease slowed considerably 1 (Fig. 1) . As the total number of acarological publications is more or less stable during this period, this decline is a reflection of the decrease in taxonomic papers and increase of other papers on mites-acarology has become less descriptive and more diversified and non-taxonomic journals such as Experimental and Applied Acarology are becoming important. The number of journals dedicated to the Acari has been on the rise, especially during the last few years (Table 1) . Zhang (1996) Only four of the nine current peer-referred research journals in acarology are indexed in Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE; Table 1 ). It should be noted that three of these four journals are published by major commercial publishers, and only Systematic & Applied Acarology (SAA) is a non-profit journal published by an acarological society; also SAA is the most recent journal covered in SCIE (Zhang 2011) . Based on the citation data, Zhang (2014) estimated that the 2013 impact factor for SAA will be more than 1.1; here I also did the same for three other JCR-listed journals (Table 1) : SAA is among the top three journals in acarology ranked by impact factor-clearly SAA is gaining a good reputation among acarologists in the world.
